
50   Feb 2011   IWA

wjta update

 “Members are encouraged 
to comment on the safety 
manuals throughout the 
year,” says WJTA-IMCA 
Association Manager Ken 
Carroll. “They are welcome 
to participate in committee 
efforts to review and update 
the safety manuals.”
 “I want to be involved in the 
development of recommended 
safety practices,” says Sean 
Benoit, regional safety director 
for PSC. “WJTA-IMCA mem-
bers are encouraged to share 
their ideas about revisions and 
new material for the safety 
recommendations and to 
participate on the committees 
updating the safety manuals. 
For me, this is an invaluable 
benefit of membership.”
 “One of our goals for 
members is zero accidents,” 
says Carroll. “Training is 
one of the best accident 
prevention measures. The 
WJTA-IMCA developed 
safety videos based on 
the Recommended Practices 
for waterjetters and for in-
dustrial vacuum equipment 
users, which are used in 
many safety training pro-
grams worldwide.”
 “Workers are encouraged 
to carry the WJTA-IMCA 
medical alert card in the 
event an injury does occur 
during a waterjetting project,” 
Carroll continues. “Thousands 
of the cards, which contain 
valuable information to aid 
medical staff in the treatment 
of a waterjet injury, have also 
been circulated worldwide.”
 Participation in the confer-
ences has grown to nearly 
1000 individuals. The first 
WJTA-IMCA Expo was held 

WJTA-IMCA: Serving the Waterjetting Industry with Resources, 
Conferences, and Dedication
 In May 1983, when the concept of high pressure waterjet technology 
was just a curiosity to most people, a group of educators and research-
ers formed the WaterJet Technology Association (WJTA) during the 
Second U.S. Water Jet Conference in Rolla, MO. About 125 people 
attended that conference.
 The founding group set a number of goals: to sponsor and organize 
conferences on waterjet technology, to promote safety, to provide a 
means of communication within the industry, to keep members up-
to-date as the art and science of waterjet technology evolved, and to 
foster trade in waterjet products and services.
 Now, over 27 years later, waterjet technology has grown from a 
curiosity to a standard method in a wide variety of industries, includ-
ing the oil, gas, and electric; municipal; manufacturing; machining; 
paint and coating; concrete repair and demolition; waste handling 
and spill response; construction; mining; and process industries.
 WJTA serves all of these industries by providing a forum where 
innovative people from these industries can share new insights and 
learn from each other. This relationship of colleagues from the various 
industries results in a beneficial transfer of knowledge, which in turn 
enhances productivity.
 The dedication that started with the original group continues today. 
The membership has grown to nearly 1000 companies and individuals 
who have an interest in high pressure waterjet technology and related 
industries. Members are involved in industrial and municipal cleaning 
and maintenance services; wet and dry vacuum services; hydrodemoli-
tion; hydro-excavation; paint, coating removal, and surface preparation; 
waste handling and spill response; waterblasting; and precision water-
jet cutting and machining.
 To better address the needs of members involved in industrial 
cleaning and maintenance, the WJTA board of directors voted in 2009 
to create the Industrial and Municipal Cleaning Association (IMCA), 
a special interest group within the WJTA for members who have an 
active interest in industrial cleaning. The IMCA offers a more focused 
forum for members to communicate and share ideas and knowledge.
 On-the-job safety continues to be a top priority. The WJTA-IMCA 
safety manual, Recommended Practices for the Use of Manually-Operated 
High-Pressure Waterjetting Equipment, has been accepted as a statement 
of industry standards in the U.S. It is referred to in most company safety 
manuals and is also used as a reference in court proceedings. A revised 
and updated version of the safety manual, renamed Recommended 
Practices for the Use of High-Pressure Waterjetting Equipment, to include 
a new section on automated equipment, is in production and will be 
available in the spring of 2011.
 Many industrial cleaning contractors combine high-volume air-
moving with waterjetting. Addressing safety concerns raised by mem-
bers working with waterjets and industrial vacuum trucks, the WJTA 
adopted the first Recommended Practices for the Use of Industrial Vacuum 
Equipment in August 2007.
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in August 2010 at the George 
R. Brown (GRB) Convention 
Center in Houston and fea-
tured an expanded exhibit 
hall, boot camp sessions, 
and live demonstrations. 
The traditional WJTA-IMCA 
Conference and Expo will 
be held September 19–21, 
2011, at the GRB Convention 
Center. In addition to exhib-
its, boot camp sessions, and 
live demonstrations, the 
program will include paper 
presentations and a pre-con-
ference workshop. The Expo 
will be held biennially during 
the even-numbered years, 
and the Conference/Expo 
will be held biennially dur-
ing the odd-numbered years.
 The association helps 
keep members up-to-date 
through the conferences, 
the Jet News, a bimonthly 
newsletter for members that 
highlights the latest tech-
niques and new applications, 
through workshops, and via 
the website at www.wjta.org. 
 The new WJTA-IMCA 
website makes it easier for 
members to access associa-
tion information, update 
their membership profiles, 
and purchase publications 
and products. The online 
directory of corporate 
members is an easy-to-use 
resource for members and 
nonmembers looking for 
the right contractor, piece of 
equipment, or other service. 
  “The industry is always 
changing,” says Bill Gaff, 
WJTA-IMCA chairman of 
the board. “Economics, 
equipment, applications, 
job issues, employee issues, 
safety issues—every day 
it’s something different. 
Membership in the WJTA-
IMCA is the best way to 

stay on top of things. You can communicate with other members or 
contact the home office for help.”
 The WJTA-IMCA is a prolific association organized to serve its 
members. Membership is open to all interested parties so that the 
advancement of the technology is aided by the efforts of people with 
widely differing perspectives. Equipment manufacturers, suppliers, 
vendors, researchers, government regulators, job shops, manufacturers, 
and contractors share their ideas and concerns. 
 For more information about the WJTA-IMCA, visit www.wjta.org 
or contact the WJTA-IMCA, 906 Olive Street, Suite 1200, St. Louis, MO 
63101-1448, telephone: (314) 241-1445, fax: (314) 241-1449, e-mail: 
wjta-imca@wjta.org.
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