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CETA Offers Members HAZMAT

Training at Discount Rates

In August of 2005 the President signed the

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient

Transportation Equity Act which increased

the cost for noncompliance with The

Department of Transportation (DOT) HAZ-

MAT Regulations. The minimum penalty for

failing to provide initial or recurrent train-

ing to HAZMAT employees in the four

required areas of general awareness, func-

tion-specific, safety, and security aware-

ness has increased to $450. per employee.

CETA in conjunction with SJC Compliance

Education has created a computer-based

training program to help your company

comply with training regulations.

Contact the CETA office at 800-441-0111

for more information.

———————————————————

FAIP CEO Appointed to GOP Committee

The National Republican Congressional

Committee (NRCC) announced that Gus

Alexander, CEO of FAIP North America,

Inc., has been appointed a member of its

Business Advisory Council. Alexander will

serve the state of Illinois in efforts to in-

volve top business people in the process of

government reform. The NRCC Business

Advisory Council is dedicated to assuring

small business a voice in Washington.

———————————————————

Stens Delivers Check to American 

Red Cross

Stens, The Parts Company, presented

The American Red Cross with a check for

$6,475.88. The money was collected by the

Stens Disaster Relief Team members while

they were in Louisiana following Hurricane

Katrina. The Disaster Relief Team consist-

ed of Stens employees who volunteered to

go to the areas affected by Katrina to help

make and sharpen saw chains. The group

asked those who could afford it to make a

small donation in exchange for their chain

services. “In the end, those small dona-

tions really added up. It just goes to show

the effort of many, truly is more powerful

than the efforts of one,” commented Stens

President Peter Ariens. The money donat-

ed will be distributed to The American 

Red Cross offices in the areas affected by

Hurricane Katrina.

PWNA Adds More Training

Power Washers of North America (PWNA) has announced an

agreement reached with The Tara Group to provide training on “The

Science of Coating Concrete.” The 1–2 day course will cover all

aspects of concrete preparation, sealers, coatings, care, marketing the

service, and expectations and repair.

PWNA currently offers classes 2–3 times each year in various

locations. As the new PWNA program unfolds, the organization

expects to be able to offer more classes more often, reaching out

across the country to provide education. The cost to students will be

moderate, a reflection of the trade organization’s commitment to

reaching all interested contractors. For more details on the PWNA

schools, go to www.pwna.org.

——————————————————————————————

Castle Rock Industries Acquired by Alfred Kärcher 

Alfred Kärcher GmbH & Co. KG announced the acquisition of Castle

Rock Industries, Inc., a portfolio company of Boston-based private 

equity firm Heritage Partners. Castle Rock is the parent company 

of Windsor, Prochem, Century 400, TecServ and Graco brands. 

Dennis Meagher, CEO of Castle Rock Industries stated, “We are excit-

ed about the combination of strengths and culture in the joining of these

companies. The result will be extremely positive for our current and

future customers, the employees of the companies, and the industries

we serve”. Peter Hermann, General Partner of Heritage Partners

said, “We are very pleased at the outcome of this investment for our

investors, Castle Rock’s management and employees, and the Francis

family, who founded the original company.” 

Castle Rock greatly expands Kärcher’s presence in North America

through Windsor’s commercial floor care equipment offering. The

acquisition also provides Kärcher with a presence in the profes-

sional carpet cleaning segment with the Prochem and Century 400

lines, a national service footprint with TecServ, and an increased parts

business with the Graco line. 

For Castle Rock, Kärcher brings the resources of a large, multinational

company with world-class capabilities. Kärcher greatly enhances the

combined companies’ exposure to the international marketplace. 

Kärcher is excited about the acquisition of Castle Rock Industries

and has indicated strong support for the company and its current activ-

ities. Hartmut Jenner, the Managing Director, of Kärcher stated,

“We are happy with Castle Rock Industries’ performance. I am sure

that together we will strengthen our market position in the US and

secure sustainable growth. Our aim is to be the number 1 in North

America in the relevant product segments”. He added, ”We believe

there are exceptional opportunities to enhance product offerings in

both directions between the organizations”. 

Harris Williams & Co. served as Castle Rock’s financial advisor in

the transaction. Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP acted as legal counsel to

Castle Rock and Heritage Partners. Duane Morris LLP was U.S.

legal counsel to Kärcher and Kärcher engaged Ernst & Young to

undertake the due diligence study.

——————————————————————————————
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